
Dear Parents and Students, 

We would like to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves and welcome you to 8th grade at Stetson 

Hills. We are so excited to learn with your children and have a great year! 

Mrs. Smith will be teaching 8th grade Social Studies, Ms. O’Brien will be teaching 8th grade Math, Ms. 

Grasso will be teaching 8th grade Language Arts, Mrs. Hildebrandt-Matej will be teaching 8th Grade 

Science, and, Mrs. O’Leary will be teaching Algebra! We can’t wait to make this year a great end to your 

child’s “Stetson Career”!  

We will be hosting a virtual curriculum night in the beginning of the school year to give you specific 

details about the year ahead. Below are some key points we would like to share! 

Math (8th Grade) 

This will be  Ms. O’Brien’s second year teaching at Stetson Hills school. This year in math we will be using Illustrative 

Math. This resource is very hands on and allows students to use technology in order to increase their understanding 

of concepts. Students will still need to have a binder with them, and materials will be provided for each module. 

Social Studies 

This will be Mrs. Smith’s (formerly Ms. Shirk) seventh year teaching Social Studies at Stetson Hills. In her 

class, we'll be learning about the beginnings of our country and how we fought to become the United 

States of America. We'll also take a look at one of the most amazing documents of our country: the 

Constitution. Next we skip ahead to World War II; both in Europe and the Pacific. We'll continue on 

through history until reaching modern day America. 

Language Arts 

This will be Ms. Grasso’s sixth year teaching Language Arts at Stetson Hills. This year in Language Arts we 

will kick the year off by working out of our Collections textbook with a collection called Culture and 

Belonging. Students will work together to discover what it means to develop your identity within a new 

culture. Moving on from there, students will challenge their personal biases as we go through our The 

Outsiders literature study. 

Science 

This will be Mrs. Matej’s second year teaching 8th Grade Science at Stetson Hills.  This year we will be 

exploring three major areas of science; biology, chemistry and physics.  Each area will contain lectures, 

activities, projects and most importantly, in class, lab investigations!  Come prepared to learn, 

experiment and hypothesis like a real scientist! 

Math (Algebra) 

This will be Mrs. O’Leary’s second year teaching Honors Algebra 1/2 and Advanced 8th Grade Math at 

Stetson Hills. Honors Algebra 1/2 is an honors high school course and students’ grades are reflected on 

their high school transcript. Algebra 1 is the fall semester (Aug-Dec) and Algebra 2 is the spring semester 

(Jan-May) with district semester finals for each. We will be using the HMH curriculum, which features an 

online interactive textbook, homework practice, video resources, and more! 

 

We are excited for what will be a great year! 


